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secration" about it, nevertheless, over and above the purely
material struggles of these humanly threatened workers, there is
always a special quality, a trace of free action for the sake of their
humanity. In this case the material use of freedom must always
be judged apart from the context of ordinary industrial freedom
pure and simple.
And here, growing out of the concrete situation, we have at
once a clear indication of the limits and a confirmation of the
nature of what we have called transcendentally based freedom,
which issues in practical life and above all in politics. This is
something that, for the development of our Western conscious-
ness at least, cannot and must not be devalued and, though it
has been lost to a fearful extent in Germany, must be won back
again if we are to fulfil our humanity. It is a freedom whose use,
whose inner and outer structure even, we have slowly to re-learn.
But it is clear, and something to be held before our eyes day
and night like a shining lantern, that our task is the transforma-
tion of the German mass-man from a patient and obedient beast
into an integrated type of man independent in character, upright,
sure of himself, and jealous of his right to freedom. And this task,
provided that a purposely intensive education to that end affords
the necessary preparation, and opportunity is then given for
autonomous action in practical life and politics, is not insur-
mountable.
Outwardly, of course, as things are now, to a very great extent
it will not depend on us but rather on others whether and how
this opportunity is offered us. That the Germans in the broad
mass cannot be "transformed" without it, or rather, that other
powers latent in them cannot become dominant and replace
those now making for standardization and servility, should be
kept constantly in mind by the victors. Not endless military
government and occupation, not police measures and political
slavery, but an opening of the door to free self-government, in
conjunction with intensive education, this alone can implement
the change and enable the Germans to take their place anew,
and healthily and lastingly, among the peoples of the world.
Whatever controls are deemed necessary for the foreseeable
future, the victors should know that there is no other way to
accomplish these three things at once: their own security, which
they desire all too understandably; the pacification of Europe and